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J The Northeast Shore of Lake Inawashiro
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Nagasegawa River, which runs into the northeast of Lake Inawashiro, rises in Mt. Adatara and Mt. Azuma, which belong to the most popular ones in

Japan. The river is joined by streams from Lake Hibara, Lake Onogawa, Lake Akimoto etc., and flows around the east skirt of Mt. Bandai. The river
then join Sukawa River (at an elevation of 555 meters), flows south and finally falls into Lake Inawashiro.
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At present, Tenjinhama Beach around the mouth of Nagasegawa River forms a delta that juts into Lake
Inawashiro, but its landform was smaller and different in the past. This geological change has much to do with
the eruption of Mt. Bandai. During the Edo Period, Nagasegawa River rarely overflew. However, the debris
avalanche caused by the eruption of Mt. Bandai in 1888 left the enormous amount of sediment over a vast area
on the north side of Mt. Bandai (known as Ura Bandai). The debris partly rolled into Nagasegawa River, which
raised the riverbed and let the river often overflow causing floods. The raging torrent was finally controlled, after
a dam was built in order to construct a hydroelectric power plant. The deposition of sediment on the riverbed,
however, was washed downstream in the mean time, piled on the lake bottom adjoining the shore so as to fully
change the topography.

Along this beach, a unique natural phenomenon, “Shibukigoori”, splash-icicles, can be seen in winter. They are
formed, when sprays of broken waves splash against shrubs and trees along the beach, so that they immediately
freeze on them hanging oblique because of strong cold wind coming over the lake: one of the unique sights on
Inawashiro lakeside in winter.
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UK Bandaisan Geopark Association
http://bandaisan-geo.com/
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